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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IN REFERENCE TO 

THE MARKING OF HISTORICAL PLACES IN 

THE CITY OF WASHINGTON. 



Washington, D. C, December 8, 1906. 
To the Board of Managers of the Columbia Historical Society: 

The committee to which was referred the letter of Hon. 
George Peabody Wetmore, Chairman of the joint committee 
of the 59th Congress on the Library, addressed to the Presi- 
dent of the Society and requesting suggestions "as to the 
places to be marked and as to the manner of marking" his- 
torical places in the District of Columbia, by the erection of 
suitable tablets, submits the following report : 

The committee after due consideration of the subject has 
reached the conclusion that among historical places in the 
District of Columbia worthy of being so marked may be men- 
tioned the following : 

1. Northwest corner of Maryland Avenue and 2nd Street, 
Northeast. The British army on its entrance into the city 
by way of Maryland Avenue, August 24, 1814, was fired upon 
from a private residence located on that site. The invaders 
retaliated by burning down the house. 

2. Southwest corner of 1st and A Streets, Northeast. Site 
of Old Capitol Prison. The building was erected in the year 
1814-15 by citizens of Washington for the use of Congress 
and was occupied by that body for several years. From a 
portico over the 1st Street entrance Mr. Monroe delivered his 
inaugural, the first time such an address was made in the 
open air. 

3. Northwest corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and 19th 
Street, Northwest. In the house still standing on this site 
lived President Madison 1814-17. 

4. Northeast corner of 11th and C Streets, Northwest. Site 
of the first building erected in this city for use as a theater. 
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Afterwards it became the Washington Assembly Rooms and 
Carusi 's. 

5. M Street, near the bridge over the Potomac. The resi- 
dence and adjoining law offices of Francis Scott Key, author 
of the "Star Spangled Banner.' ' Mr. Key, it is said, while 
living in this house, visited the fleet of Admiral Cockburn in 
the Paxtuent to secure the release of his friend Dr. Beane. 
He was held on one of the vessels until after the attack upon 
Fort McHenry at Baltimore,, and during the bombardment 
composed this national hymn. 

6. Adams building 1333 F Street, Northwest. On the site 
of this building stood the house owned and occupied by John 
Quincy Adams both before and after he served a term as 
President of the United States. 

7. Northwest corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and 2nd 
Street, Northwest. Site of the first steam railroad station. 

8. 7th Street, between E and F Streets, Northwest. On the 
west side, about midway in the block. Site of first telegraph 
office. 

9. Northeast corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and 21st 
Street, Northwest. Site of the Franklin Hotel where Lafay- 
ette stayed in 1824. The house was originally kept by Wil- 
liam O'Neale, whose daughter Peggy married Mr. Eaton, the 
Secretary of War in the Cabinet of President Jackson, and 
who was the cause of a social and political upheavel in Wash- 
ington. 

10. West side of North Capitol Street, near C Street. On 
the site of this building President Washington built two 
houses which were burned by the British soldiers and subse- 
quently rebuilt. 

11. The Varnum Hotel, west side of New Jersey Avenue, 
near C Street, Southeast. In this building lived Thomas 
Jefferson while he was Vice-President and continued his resi- 
dence there for a few weeks after he was inaugurated Presi- 
dent on the 4th of March, 1801, and until the President's 
house could be prepared for his use. 

12. North side of E Street, between 7th and 8th Streets, 
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Northwest. On a portion of the site now occupied by the 
South front of the building formerly known as the Post Office 
Department building, stood a structure originally called Blod- 
get's Hotel. It was occupied by Congress in the fall of 1814 
and the following spring. 

The appropriation named of five hundred dollars is, of 
course, not large enough to mark all such historical places, for 
which reason the committee confines its recommendations to 
the above limited number. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

W. B. Bryan, 
Hugh T. Taggart, 
Allen C. Clark, 
James D. Morgan, 
M. I. Weller, 
Committee on Communications. 



